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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Clalms1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Petite et 
al. (USPN 6,437,692). 

With regards to claim 1 , Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches an apparatus for 
monitoring equipment comprising: 

a sensor attached to the equipment for sensing an environmental condition of the 
equipment;(310; Figure 30) and 

a node to receive signals from the sensor, wherein in response to the 
environmental condition falling outside a range between a first value and a second 
value, the node controls a backup system to substantially return the environmental 
condition to between the first value the second value. (1010; Figure 10) 

With regards to claim 2, Petite et al. (USPN 6.437,692) teaches a file stored to 
the node, wherein the node stores the environmental condition of the equipment to the 
file. (Col.11, lines 30-32) 

With regards to claim 3, Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches an alarm to emit 
at least one of a visual and auditory signal, the alarm being activated by the node in 
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response to the environnnental condition being outside the range between the first value 
and the second value. (Col. 15, lines 35-65) 

With regards to claim 4, Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches 
a network; (230; Figure 4) and 

a controller to communicate with the node across the network (422; Figure 

4) 

With regards to claim 5, Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches the controller 
queries the node for the 
environmental conditions. (325; Figure 3D) 

With regards to claim 6, Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches a display device 
attached to the controller to display the environmental conditions. (321 ; Figure 3D) 

With regards to claim 7, Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches an input device 
attached to the controller to provide a user with the capability to program the controller. 
(Col.S.lines 28-39) 

With regards to claim 8, Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches a computer code 
to control the actions of the node, wherein the controller updates the computer code 
across the network. (324;Col.9, lines 5-11) 

With regards to claim 9, Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches an apparatus to 
remotely monitor equipment, the apparatus comprising: 

means for querying a sensor attached the equipment, the sensor generating a 
signal in response to an environmental condition of the equipment; (110-17; Figure 1) 

means for receiving the signal; (110; figure 1) 
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means for calculating a value based on the signal and a response curve of the 
sensor; (110:figure 1) 

means for comparing the calculated value to a range between a first value and a 
second value; (422,425; figure 4) and 

means for modulating a backup system attached to the equipment in response to 
the calculated value being outside the first value and the second value. (1010; figure 10) 

With regards to claims 10,16 and 22 Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches 
means for generating a file on the node. (Col. 1 1 , lines 30-32) 

With regards to claimsl 1 , 17 and 23 Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches 
means for storing a unique identifier associated with the equipment to the tile. (330; 
Figure 3B) 

With regards to claims 12, 18 and 24 Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches 
means for monitoring the node across a network. (Figure 6) 

With regards to claims 13,19 and 25 Petite et al. (USPN 6,437.692) teaches 
means for updating a computer code in response to receiving code across the network. 
(324;Col. 9, lines 5-11) 

With regards to claims 14, 20 and 26 Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches 
means for querying the node across the network for the environmental conditions, and 
means for receiving the environmental conditions in response to the query.(Col.9-10, 
lines 52-67 & 1-10) 

With regards to claim 15 Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches a method that 
provides remote diagnostic and control capability for equipment, the method comprising: 
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querying a sensor attactied tlie equipment, the sensor generating a signal In 
response to an environmental condition of the equipment; ; (110-117; Figure 1) 
receiving the signal; (110; figure 1) 

calculating a value based on the signal and a response curve of the sensor; (110; 
figure 1) 

comparing the calculated value to a range between a first value and a second 
value; (422,425; figure 425) and 

modulating a backup system attached to the equipment in response to the 
calculated value being outside the first value and the second value. (1010; figure 10) 

With regards to claim 21 , Petite et al. (USPN 6,437,692) teaches computer 
readable storage medium on which is embedded one or more computer programs 
implementing a method that provides remote diagnostic and control capability for 
equipment, the one or more computer programs comprising a set of instructions for: 

querying a sensor attached the equipment, the sensor generating a signal in 
response to an environmental condition of the equipment; (110-117; figure 1 ) 

receiving the signal, (110; figure 1) 

calculating a value based on the signal and a response curve of the sensor; (110; 
figure 1) 

comparing the calculated value to a range between a first value and a second 
value; (422.425; figure 425) and 

modulating a backup system attached to the equipment in response to the 
calculated value being outside the first value and the second value. (1010; figure 10) 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Brown et al. (USPN 6,622, 11 5) teaches a managing an 
environment according to environmental preferences retrieved from a personal storage 
device 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aditya S Bhat whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2270. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Aditya Bhat 
October 15, 2004 



/ John Bartow 
Sui»ivisory Patent Bnminer 
TeriwQlogy Center 2800 




